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How to Use This Book
To Gain Instant, Effortless Knowledge

1. Read only the cartoons and their captions.

(Don’t read the stuff on the left-hand pages.
That's for later.)

Q. Take the little quizzes after every ten cartoons.

3. Try not to be too impressed with yourself
when you’ve memorized the Presidents forever
in twenty minutes.

That's it. Hot stuff, huh?



The Presidents. Right. Here’s the way most Americans sound
when they try to run through a list of these great (and not so
great) Americans from start to finish. (“Let’s see. Washington,
hmm, hmm, Jefferson, hmm, hmm, Jackson, hmm, hmm, hmm,
Lincoln, hmm, hmm, Teddy Roosevelt, hmm, hmm....”)

IMPRESS your bo‘ss.

Naturally, this makes us feel rotten. We live our lives under a cloud of guilt

brought on by forgetting whether Tyler comes before Taylor, or who was who among those bearded, late
nineteenth century Republicans. We're terrified that we’ll get on Jeopardy and stupidly confuse—in front of
millions of viewers who will be blowing raspberries at the screen in living rooms all over America—
Benjamin Harrison (number 23, 1889-1893) with his grandfather, William Henry Harrison (number 9, 1841).

INCREASE
your self esteem.

AMAZE
your friends.




Well, this book will shape all of us right up. Never again will we forget to tuck Franklin Pierce in there
between our man Millard Fillmore and James Buchanan, or get Madison and Monroe settled in backward.
We'll have all of this down. And, after years of angst, ignorance and guilt, we'll be able to relax.

It'll be even better for our kids. They’ll get all this crammed into their craniums long before some colleague
can turn to them over a lunchtime Perrier and embarrass them by asking, “Say, did Grant come before or
after Hayes, anyway?”

Best of all, for adults or kids, is the fact that we can not only have a great loony time learning this stuff,
but we can show off to all those people who haven’t read this

book and who can't tell Polk from Harding.
Those dummies.

GUARANTEE yourself
a life of SUCCESS and
HAPPINESS.

DAZZLE
your teachers.




For Kids Only

(You grown-ups mind your own business—you’ve got your own introduction.)

So your dad or your grandmother bought you
this book on the presidents. One more for the
trash heap, right? Wrong. So wrong you can’t

believe it. This book is more about magic than it

is about the presidents—brain magic.
What's more, this is a comic book.

And not just a comic book. Unless all the hours
of TV have made you totally brain dead (TBD),
you're going to be flat amazed at what this
book can do. Once you've read this book once
(maybe twice), you will know all of the
presidents backwards and forwards. You will
know them without trying and you will know
them forever.

Life’s tough. There’s lots to do and not enough
time to do it. You've always dreamed of being
able to learn stuff without trying. Now’s your
chance. Don’t blow it.

Except for the TBD, who take a little longer, you
can read the cartoons in this book in about
twenty minutes. In five minutes you will have,
automatically and without trying, learned the
first ten presidents. You don’t believe it now,
but it’s true. How does it work? What can we
say? It's a miracle.

Teachers and text book writers have spent
centuries inventing the most incredibly boring
way to talk about whatever it is they talk abou
You wish it could be different. You think it
could be different.



Would I lie?

Itis.
Here.

Now.

Trust us. Unless you are TBD, your brain can do
amazing things. We’ll show you how.

One little word of caution! After the first three
cartoons, you'll wonder whether we, the
authors, aren’t TBD. We're not. We're geniuses.
But it is going to take going through the first ten
cartoons for you to see why.

BOREDOM ALERT!

Read only the cartoons and their captions!
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Don't bother with the other stuff
until you feel like it.




1732-1799

lot of the old stories about our first President—
like the one about the cherry tree—aren’t true, but
Washington is still “first in war, first in peace, and first
in the hearts of his countrymen.” Washington, who
was so popular after the Revolution that he could have
assumed the powers of a dictator, would never hear of
such a thing. And although he could easily have been
elected to a third term as President, he declined to run.
He felt that our new country’s success and greatness
depended on its ideals, its laws and its representative
form of government, not on his personal leadership—
or on anybody’s. By his example, Washington estab-

President 1789-1797

lished the tradition of a peaceful transfer of power from
one President to the next. A man of great honor, digni-
ty, courage and principle, Washington remains the
greatest of all American heroes.

Washington’s very first military command ended in
total disaster. During the French and Indian War, he
chose the worst possible site to build a fortification
called Fort Necessity near present-day Pittsburgh, and
he was soon forced to surrender it to the French. Later,
during the Revolution, he was often discouraged, but
never as deeply as at Fort Necessity.



George
» Washington

(Okay, okay. You don’t need
this book to remind you who
the first President was.

But it’s @ good idea to start
from the beginning, so hang
in here with us.)

The Presidents live in the
White House, in Washington,
D.C. Imagine on the lawn of
the White House a huge
washing machine big enough
to wash a ton of clothes.

Wash a ton
for Washington.

R
)

A}
O /Tt

v ol -
aTm 7

.
3
2)
O

v 4




John Adams

1735-1826

John Adams was smarter than Washington, and just
as honest, but he was also cranky, vain and no great
leader of men. He was one of the earliest to come out in
favor of American independence, he nominated Wash-
ington to command American forces in the Revolution,
and he helped negotiate the peace treaty that made the
United States a sovereign nation. He served as Wash-
ington’s Vice President for eight years, but despite his
integrity and his record, he didn’t have the talent to
make people like him, and he was never a popular
President in his own right.

President 1797-1801

Adams was from Massachusetts—the only non-Vir-
ginian among our first five Presidents. He was the first
to live in the White House. The building wasn’t fin-
ished when he and his wife, Abigail, moved in, and she
could find nowhere suitable to dry their laundry, so
she hung it up in the East Room, which is now the site
of state dinners and receptions. Adams died at 90, the
longest-lived of all our Presidents.



John
- Adams

Imagine that when you raise
the lid of the washing
machine and look inside,
there are a lot of atoms
swirling around in the water.

Atoms
for Adams.




Thomas Jefferson

1743-1826

Jefferson was always prouder to have written the
Declaration of Independence and founded the Univer-
sity of Virginia than he was to have been President.
During his administration, the U.S. purchased the
Louisiana Territory, which almost doubled the size of
the United States. Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark west
to explore the vast new territory, and today you can see
many of the artifacts they brought back at Monticello,
Jefferson’s home near Charlottesville, VA.

President 1801-1809
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Jefferson was interested in—and talented at—almost
everything under the sun, from agriculture and archi-
tecture to zoology. In the early 1960s, President
Kennedy once entertained a number of distinguished
intellectuals at a White House dinner. In his toast he
said that the White House had not seen such brain
power gathered together “since Thomas Jefferson
dined here alone. ”



Thomas
« Jefferson

What's this?

Well, now the atoms are
being fried up over a grill by
a chef’s son who is wearing
his father’s big chef’s hat.

Chef’s son
for Jefferson.




James Madison
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1751-1836

Because of his efforts in drafting, negotiating and de-
fending it, Madison is known as “The Father of the
Constitution.” He was President during the War of
1812 (which was called “Mr. Madison’s War” by its
many opponents), when the British captured Washing-
ton and burned the Capitol and the White House. First
Lady Dolley Madison escaped just before the British ar-
rived, and she took with her the famous Stuart portrait
of George Washington, saving it from destruction.

President 1809-1817

Madison was the shortest of our Presidents, at 5 foot
4, and he weighed only a little over 100 pounds. Dolley
Madison was the first person to serve ice cream in the
White House. She was always a popular figure in
Washington, and many years after her husband died,
she was voted an honorary seat on the floor of the
House of Representatives.



James
» Madison

Look under the grill.

That's one mad sun trapped
in there and forced to make
heat for the cookl

Mad sun
for Madison.














































